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The Project
Humanities 415 studies various forms of contemporary culture including the novel, film, poetry, 
visual culture, and music as a means of assessing our present conditions.
Those circumstances are determined by capitalism, a socio-economic system— i.e., a mode of 
production-- that has effectively colonized every space on the planet including the human 
psyche in a rapacious quest for ever-increasing profits.
Since its first appearance roughly 200 years ago, many people have argued that this system is 
unsustainable because it depends upon the exploitation, objectification, and alienation of 
humans, animals, and a finite natural world.

Among the criticisms of global capitalism and its cultures is the tendency to
1 promote different forms of violence (imperialist, criminal, and structural)
2 enrich the few at the expense of the many, thereby creating staggering levels of 
inequality
3 generate spectacles wherein the social is experienced as a virtual realm of 
appearances mediated by ubiquitous screens
4 obliterate consciousness of the past and visions of the future, which seem to dissolve 
into the fog of a “Permanent Now”.
5 assert, often unconsciously, “the market” as the measure of all things-- a disastrous 
fallacy which cuts to the roots of our individual and collective being, capturing our sense 
of self and distorting our fears and dreams.

The purpose of this course is to think about capitalism-- particularly in its current neoliberal 
phase-- in a way that defamiliarizes what we take for granted. By attempting to dismantle some 
of the common sense assumptions (ideology, hegemony) about this system we may carve out 
the freedom necessary to imagine what comes after it.
The methods we use for this inquiry are drawn from literary and cultural studies. We will learn 
how to analyze and interpret texts using the tools of semiotics and narratology.

Basic Etiquette
ARRIVE ON TIME,  work completed, with a hard copy of the assigned text. All assignments 
should be typed and include name/date/course. No electronic devices should be used during 
class.
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Ethics
Every semester students fail my courses because they cheat. CHEATING DESTROYS trust 
between teacher and student. If you can't trust your teacher, then you deserve a new one. This 
principle applies to students as well.
See http://www.sfsu.edu/~vpsa/judicial/titlev.html

Accessibility
If there's anything I should know about you as a student, please talk to me RIGHT AWAY and I'll 
do my best to help. See also: Disability Program and Resource Center (338-2472 
or dprc@sfsu.edu).

The Work: Grading Rubric
4 page Essay 10%
Class Work 30% (class participation, group work, pop quizzes, in-class writing)
Midterm 20% 3/10
Film Analysis Presentation 20%
Final Exam 20%

Notes on Reading
BUY HARD COPIES of the right books! You will be able to use hard copies for your exams. 
Read with a pencil. Flag significant passages. Always look for patterns. Talk about what you 
read.

Required Texts
Ballard, High-Rise 978-0871404022
Hawkes. Ideology. 978-0415290128
Okorafor, Binti. 978-0765385253
Pelevin, Homo Zapiens. 978-0142001813
Sunkara, et al. The ABCs of Socialism 978-1784787264


